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A Simple Model of a Local Economy



Idaho County Population:
Slow Growth & Aging Population



Migration Patterns: 
When Boise Sneezes,

Rural Idaho Catches a Cold…



Idaho County Job Growth by 
Industry:  The Rise of Services
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An Economy in Transition
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Agriculture in Idaho County
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Net Farm Income
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What Kind of Service Jobs?
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Personal Income
All figures in thousands of 2000 
dollars. 1990 2000 New Income % Change

% of New 
Income

Total Personal Income 257,794 285,745 27,951 11%
LABOR INCOME
Transformative
Agriculture 16,725 3,337 -13,388
Mining 3,233 3,833 600
Construction 7,233 12,644 5,411
Manufacturing 44,743 23,577 -21,166
    Total 71,934 43,391 -28,543 -40% NA

Distributive
Transportation & public utilities 7,862 12,724 4,862

Wholesale Trade 5,404 3,819 -1,585
    Total 13,266 16,543 3,277 25% 12%

Retail Trade 13,423 13,905 482 4% 2%

Consumer Services
Hotels & Other Lodging 763 1,146 383
Personal Services 1,323 1,378 55
Household Services 136 173 37
Repair Services 3,005 1,685 -1,320
Motion Pictures 444 239 -205
Amusements & Recreation 673 1,494 821
    Total 6,344 6,115 -229 -4% NA

Producer Services
Finance, Insurance & Real Estate 3,021 6,508 3,487
Legal Services 665 859 194
Business Services 1,534 1,597 63
Engineering & Management Services 673 861 188
Membership Organizations 926 1,003 77
    Total 6,819 10,828 4,008 59% 14%

Social Services
Health Services 5,794 9,968 4,174
Social Services 86 730 644
Educational Services 101 346 245
    Total 5,982 11,044 5,062 85% 18%

Government Services
Federal, Civilian 25,212 28,956 3,744
Military 1,101 885 -216
State and Local 18,273 23,934 5,661
    Total 44,586 53,775 9,189 21% 33%

Idaho County
Personal Income 
Change
1990-2000



Don’t Forget Proprietors!
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Idaho County Personal Income
(2000 $)
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Personal Income Growth 1970-2000
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Looking Closer at Transfer Payments

Components of Transfer Payments

1970

% of 
Total 

TP 1980

% of 
Total 

TP 2000

% of 
Total 

TP

New 
Payments 

1970 to 2000
% of New 

Payments

Total transfer payments 18.0              34.0              61.7              43.7               

Government payments to individuals 16.6              92% 31.9              94% 58.9              95% 42.3               97%
      Retirement & disab. insurance benefit payments 9.2                51% 17.8              52% 30.9              50% 21.7               50%
      Medical payments 1.94              11% 4.62              14% 18.62            30% 16.7               38%
      Income maintenance benefit payments ("welfare") 1.2                7% 2.9                8% 5.1                8% 3.9                 9%
      Unemployment insurance benefit payments 1.8                10% 4.5                13% 2.3                4% 0.5                 1%
      Veterans benefit payments 2.3                13% 1.8                5% 1.7                3% (0.6)                NA
      Federal educ. & trng. asst. pay. (excl. vets) 0.1                0.6% 0.2                0.5% 0.2                0.2% 0.0                 0%
      Other payments to individuals -               0.0% 0.1                0.2% 0.1                0.2% 0.1                 0%

Payments to nonprofit institutions 0.8                4% 1.2                4% 1.6                3% 0.8                 2%

Business payments to individuals 0.6                3% 0.9                3% 1.2                2% 0.6                 1%

All figures in millions of 2000 dollars

Idaho County



How about Entrepreneurs?
New Firms by Size 1990-2000
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Idaho County Businesses - 2000
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Business Start-ups Don’t Include 
Self-Employed, i.e. Proprietors



Unemployment Rates
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Labor Force Participation Lower 

Why?



Average Earnings per Job
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Idaho County Earnings per Job
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 Average w age and salary disbursements
Average earnings per job  (dollars)
 Average nonfarm proprietors' income

Why has proprietor’s income fallen recently?



Household Income Declining (2001$)



Poverty an Issue, Especially for Kids



Idle Teens?



Education Levels Improving



Access to Health Care Is 
A Persistent Problem



Crime Rates Remain Low



BLM CONTRIBUTIONS

WHAT THE PUBLIC LAND HAS TO OFFER!



BLM Local Employment
Cottonwood Field Office Employment 
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BLM Local Expenditures
COTTONWOOD FIELD OFFICE FY2003 

EXPENDITURES

$1,594,727

$1,852,746

Labor Operations

COTTONWOOD FIELD OFFICE FY 2004
EXPENDITURES

$1,493,059
$1,333,491

Labor Operations



BLM Disbursements – Idaho County
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BLM Recreation On The Lower 
Salmon River


